MRC PPU Press
Coverage Highlights:
2018-2023



Contents

Metrics SUMMaTry ... 3
Highlights ... 5
UK Press Coverage ... 10
International/Global Press Coverage ................ 51
TV & Radio ...t 84
Blogs & Podcasts .........ccccvrevrvmrrcmemrsresessese e 101

Print clippings ... ssssssssssssssasaens 12



Metrics Summary



101

Pieces of Coverage

(©))
~

462M

Audience

<
19.5K

Engagements

1.95M

Estimated Views



Highlights



Scottish researchers make major
breakthrough in the battle against
Parkinson's

By The Newsroom
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newsletter - get the
latest Scottish news to
your inbox
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Indian scientist honored as one of Europe's top talents in biology

The Economic Times
Indian scientist honored as one of Europe's
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here's how

The Conversation
Sheep and bacteria are helping in the fight
against coronavirus — here's how
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Le Prix Louis-Jeantet 2023
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protéines
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University of Dundee’s research on
destroying cancer-causing K-Ras protein
shows promise

The Indian Express
University of Dundee’s research on
destroying cancer-causing K-Ras protein...
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Parkinson’s Drugs Aimed at Rare
Gene Mutation Show Promise for
Other Sufferers, Too

Shutting down an overactive enzyme could become a ger

catment, rather than one
solely intended for the few who inherit a mutated Parkinson's gene

Scientific American
Parkinson's Drugs Aimed at Rare Gene
Mutation Show Promise for Other...
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'Important for future understanding, but very early findings;,
says Professor Miratul Mugit in response to latest research
on Parkinson's disease, which has been dubbed a 'vital
step' towards a cure by scientists at Cambridge University.
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Dundee scientists discover how to destroy ‘undruggable

cancer-causing protein

Read more: trib.al/kOjVNYi
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Universities of Glasgow and Dundee join
fight against coronavirus pandemic

Dundee scientists discover how to destroy
‘undruggable’ cancer-causing protein

Sky News Interview (Tweet of clip): Miratul
Mugqit
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Dundee doctor pedalling hundreds of
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The Telegraph
As Ozzy Osbourne shows, Parkinson's isn't
always a death sentence

tool in fight against Parkinson’s

The Times & The Sunday Times
Dundee scientists reveal new tool in fight
against Parkinson’s
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Srots scientists uncover genetic cause for Parkinson’s Disease in
breakthrough which could lead to new treatments
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The Herald

Scots scientists make Parkinson's Disease
breakthrough
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Scientists confirm the role of a '
'molecular switch' in
Parkinson's disease
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w® Watch: Professor Miratul Mugit talks about new researcn
for the treatment of Parkinson's disease. Find out more,
watch the full discussicn at 10.30pm.
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Scotland Tonight Interview (Tweet of Clip):
Miratul Muqit
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Dundee professor wins prize for Parkinson's disease research
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Professor Dario Aless rk on Parkinson's has been recognised (Image: University of
Dundee)

By Rufus Pickles Share o o @ 0 Comments

A UNIVERSITY of Dundee scientist has been awarded one of the most
prestigious prizes in his field.

Professor Dario Alessi, from the university’s Medical Research Council Protein
Phosphorylation and Ubiquitylation Unit (MRC-PPU) in the School of Life
Sriences won the 2073 leantet-Colleen Prize for Translational Medicine
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Curated by professional editors, The Conversation offers informed commentary Unique Visits
and debate on the issues affecting our world. Plus a Plain English guide to the... Provided by

© SimilarWeb Sheep and bacteria are
helping in the fight against
coronavirus — here's how
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Academic rigor, journalistic flair
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& ca SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, works by infecting ~ *""
W a0 the respiratory system. If it gets into the lungs, it causes an Paul Davis
I Foceboo 105¢ jmmune reaction, which can lead to pneumonia and even death. s oo Ceriars o B
I Linkedin At the University of Dundee, we have identified 28 proteins
& Print created by SARS-CoV-2 that produce an immune response in the  pisciosure statement
body. These proteins are vital research tools for developing Pl Daviss receives funding fom MRC and
diagnostics and in helping to understand how the virus infects Michae! J Fox Foundation.

and attacks us.
Partners
Viruses are encoded by genetic information called RNA, which

serves as a blueprint for how they are put together. The

“program” contains information on how to replicate and how to

infect and attack their host. As scientists, we can learn this genetic ~ @gleative
code and use it to fight the virus.

View all parners
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The first for Scottish news, sport, UK and world news. Get breaking news on Unique Visits
Scottish football teams including Rangers, Celtic FC, Hibs FC and more Provided by

© SimilarWeb

BUY APAPER ROAD RECORD PROPERTY MARKETPLACE COMPETITIONS HOROSCOPES DEALS FUNERAL NOTICES JOBS CROSSWORDS ADVERTISEWITHUS NEV

DAILY RECORD Daily #
Sign up to our new daily Horoscopes Newsletter Record

B News » Scottish News » Parkinson's disease

Dundee doctor pedalling hundreds of miles for
Parkinson’s fundraiser

Mathieu Scetens - who has already raised thousands for research - set off today on his epic ride.

By James Moncur Assistant Live Editor
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Dundee doctor pedalling
hundreds of miles for
Parkinson’s fundraiser
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Progress happens together Followers

abcam ,
@abcam - Follow

We've been working with @MichaelJFoxOrg to
remove barriers to progress in Parkinson's research by
generating antibodies to key targets. Watch the video
to hear from Prof Dario Alessi @mrcpp
@UoDLifeSciences on the impact the right research
tools can make.
#WorldParkinsonsDay
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Series of online events will
look at Parkinson’s
research and treatments
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Sir Philip Cohen is marking 50 years of working at University of Dundee.
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A group of fundraisers from Dundee University have raised more

than £40,000 for Parkinson’s research. St Andrews beer
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amid fears for
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Scots study sparks hope for coeliac disease treatment

By Sara Paciaroni
W @sarapaciaroni Share o o ® 0 Comments

Multimedia Journalist

Researchers have identified new treatment targets for coeliac disease which
could relieve symptoms and pave the way for drugs to treat the condition.
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Researchers at Dundee University are fundraising to study Parkinsen's disease,
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A team of Parkinson’s Disease campaigners and supporters are to

cycle hundreds of miles for a Dundee University fundraising
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Toolkit Supports
Global Research into
COVID-19 Variants

o Request information

Mar 30 2021

An international consortium, led by scientists in
Scotland, have recently devised

a coronavirus Toolkit giving researchers from
across the world open access to materials,
including antibodies and genetic tools, to further
research into COVID-19.

Designed and validated by scientists at the
MRC-University of Glasgow Centre for Virus
Research (CVR) in partnership with the MRC
Protein Phosphorylation and Ubiquitylation Unit
(MRC PPU) at the University of Dundee, the
toolkit is important for many avenues of COVID
research, including characterising new variants
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. It will also help
researchers to improve our understanding of
COVID-19 disease, monitor vaccine efficacy and
evaluate additional treatment options for
COVID-19, as well as helping to aid
preparedness for future corenavirus pandemics.

Dr Sam Wilson, Senior Research Fellow at the
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CVR, said: “Unfortunately COVID-19 is not over, and much remains unknown about this disease.
Having the right tools is essential for any scientist studying SARS-CoV-2 and our toolkit will allow
researchers to conduct experiments not previously possible.

"The development of vaccines for COVID-19 is encouraging, but there is still a lot to learn about this
virus. The simple genetic tools we've made available to the community will help scientists understand
the role of individual changes in new variants of SARS-CoV-2 (which often contain multiple individual
changes) - and our online toolkit and portal will allow scientists te access antibodies and other tools

for research, at cost, at the click of a few buttons.”

Suzannah Rihn, Sir Henry Wellcome Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the CVR, said: "The recent
vaccination successes offer us a way out of this pandemic. However, vigilance is required, as more
viral variants may continue to emerge, and these may be resistant (or partially resistant) to the
vaccines. It is likely that future vaccinations will be required in years to come. The tools we've made
openly available to the scientific community will allow scientists to engineer these variants and study

them in the lab™

Prafessar Darin Alessi Directar of the MRC PPL at Dundee. said- “We are delichted to have heen ahle
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There was recognition that the jobs of yesterday were not the jobs of

tomorrow.

‘We face the same situation now that those posts have largely
disappeared, and can learn from it as we rebuild from Covid-19
alongside the UK government’s goal of levelling up the economy.
Firms who flocked to Dundee from the 1940s were attracted by skilful

jute workers even as that industry contracted.

Once more we have a bank of expertise. this time because Dundee is
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Grant Support for
Life Sciences at
Dundee
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Jan 14 2021

As part of the Government's £213 million World
Class Labs investment scheme bringing
upgrades to research organisations across the
UK, the University of Dundee has received two
grants totaling more than £1 million in the areas
of life sciences and arts and humanities.

The University's MRC Protein Phospharylation
and Ubiquitylation Unit (MRC PPU) has been
awarded £808,000 to purchase mass
spectrometers and key computational
resources to support research. Professor Dario
Alessi, Director of the MRC-PPU, said, "We are
immensely appreciative for this generous
funding, especially during such challenging
times. This has allowed us to purchase a state-
of-the-art new mass spectrometer and cther
instruments to undertake biophysical analysis.
This apparatus will help our investigators to
better probe the biological mechanisms
underlying diseases including cancer and
Parkinson's.”
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A further £249,000 will allow a team from the University to obtain the eguipment necessary to digitise
internationally important archives and media collections. In doing se, they will ensure these resources
remain accessible, enabling a lenger-term strategy to support the creative economies through

research projects and public engagement.

Calum Colvin, Professor of Fine Art Phatography at Duncan of Jerdanstone College of Art & Design,
said, “The University is an important centre for creative collections within the UK research landscape,

with particular strengths in non-traditional archives an

d museum collections, such as time-based art,

comics and artist's books. This grant will allow our multi-disciplinary team at Duncan of Jordanstone

College of Art & Design, the School of Humanities and
public engagement and publication activities.”
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University of Dundee: At The Forefront of the City's Growth Ambitions

Posted on: December 21st, 2020

LN

Alengside Dundee City Council we're hosting a free to attend virtual event - Invest in Dundee; Key
Sectors for Economic Recovery - and one of the key players in the future economic success of the
region is the University of Dundee. We've been speaking exclusively with Prof Sir Mike Ferguson on the
importance of the University to the city - and their ambitious plans to be at the forefront of this for
years to come

Q. How important is the University of Dundee to the city?

1 like to think very important for a whole host of reasons. With an annual turnover of about £250 million,
and empieying about one in twelve people in the City, the university is major component of the regional
economy. Add in the supply chains and service industrias that support the university and you can see
what a major economic driver the University of Dundee is. Of course, universities are about training the
next generation of doctors, nurses, dentists, scientists, accountants, architects, economists, artists,
linguists, historians....you name it. Much of this talent stays in the region which further drives the
economy and fuels our key services. Last and not least, the universily is a key component of local
culture and brings reputation and international reach for the Cily of Dundee.

Q. Over the past 5-10 years there has been some major development activity across Dundee,
and its image has been boosted by this - is this helping the University attract more students?

Yes, most certainly. The university was delighted to be a part of the V&A project, for example. The V&A
and the whole waterfront vision makes Dundee a much more attractive location for students and it
augments Dundee’s terrific reputation for being a friendly and fun place, as well as academically a great
place, to study.

Q. How important is the estate and facilities for attracting such talent - and is there any potential
new development plans or expansions in the pipeline? [emaillocker id="71749"]

Yes, ongoing development is crucial. A successful university must be fit-for-purpose, current and
relevant - otherwise it will fail in its mission and the talent will go elsewhere. Major projects on the cards
are our Tay Cities Deal-supported Innovation Hub, to accommodate high-growth Life Sciences and
MedTech companies, and the JustTech collaboration and innovation centre for forensic science, led by
Professor Niamh Nic Daed. Of course, colleagues in the university are also working hard with Dundee
City Council on the possibiiity of creating an Eden Centre here — something that would bridge tourism,
education and scientific research in an exciting way.
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university of dundee

Researchers discover new pathway that
sheds light on intellectual disability —
Research News UK

More by guest_deadline Researchers from the University of Dundee have discovered a new pathway

that offers the potential for new therapeutic strategies for a major

Shetland Farmer, 21, wins _a g developmental disorder that affects hundreds of millions of people across the
Scotland's Apprentice of = globe.

the Year Award

guest_deadline
March 10, 2023 Intellectual disability, a neurodevelopmental condition characterised by

. significant limitations in both cognitive function and adaptive behaviour,
How to Clean the Interior of
an Automobile Collabo| affects an estimated 1-3% of the world's population.
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March 9,2023

PAT Testing in London.
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Dundee University

The cause of the disease remains largely unknown, meaning scientists need
to understand in molecular detail the processes that go wrong during
development of the nervous system

Researchers, led by Dr Greg Findlay in the University's Schaol of Life Sciences
used a stem cell model to uncover a new pathway for cellular communication

that is disrupted in intellectual disability patients.
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Funding of £7.5 millicn by three of the world's
leading pharmaceutical companies will enable
the University of Dundee’s Division of Signal
Transduction Therapy (DSTT) to continue its
award-winning work

Pharmaceutical giants Boehringer Ingelheim,
GlaxoSmithKline and Merck KGaA, Darmstadt,
Germany, will provide the financial support for
fundamental research in multiple therapeutic
areas, including cancer, arthritis, lupus,
hypertension and Parkinson’s disease. This new
round of funding will support dozens of posts at
Dundee for the next four years

The DSTT comprises 23 research teams at
Dundee's School of Life Sciences, 13 of which
are based within the Medical Research Council
Protein Phosphorylation and Ubiquitylation
Unit (MRC-PPU).

Founded in 1998, expanded in 2003 and renewed in 2008, 2012 and 2018, the DSTT is the world's
longest running collaboration between academic research laboratories and the pharmaceutical
industry. The latest renewal means the consortium has attracted more than £65 million in funding
since its inception. It is widely regarded as a model for how academia and industry can interact
productively for which it was awarded a Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher Education in 2006.

DSTT Director Professor Dario Alessi said, "It is incredibly exciting that we have succeeded in

renewing our flagship collaboration with our pharmaceutical partners that has been ongoing for the
last 22 years. This renewal reflects the high quality and importance of the research that our Dundee- Your...
based scientists are making to advance understanding of human diseases such as Parkinson’s,

immune disorders and cancer.

“This renewal is a tremendous boost for our research and will secure well-paid jobs at the University
of Dundee. It provides our students and postdoctoral researchers with vital experience that will
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encourage some of them to embark on a lifelong career in drug discovery”

The DSTT works to help identify new drug targets and then accelerate the early phase development of
improved treatments for major global diseases. It helps the participating pharmaceutical companies
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A DISCOVERY by scientists in Dundee could pave the way to new treatments for
neuro-degenerative disorders such as motor neurone disease, Parkinson’s and
multiple sclerosis.
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University of Dundee researchers have shown that it is possible to destroy an
‘undruggable’ protein known to play a role in cancer, raising the possibility of a

new therapeutic approach to the disease.

A team from Dundee’s School of Life Sciences, led by Dr Gopal Sapkota (p